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Abstract 
 

Discourse Analysis (DA) is a multidisciplinary approach to studying language use 
in social contexts. This article provides a comprehensive literature review of 
discourse analysis, focusing on its theoretical frameworks, methodologies, and 
applications in various fields. By examining recent studies (2020–2024), this paper 
highlights the evolving trends in discourse analysis, including its role in 
understanding power dynamics, identity construction, and digital communication. 
The findings underscore the importance of discourse analysis in uncovering 
hidden meanings and social structures embedded in language. This study 
concludes with recommendations for future research directions in discourse 
analysis. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Discourse analysis (DA) has emerged as a critical tool for examining how 

language shapes and reflects social realities. As a multidisciplinary field, DA bridges 

linguistics, sociology, anthropology, and communication studies, offering a nuanced 

understanding of how language functions beyond its surface-level meaning. Rooted 

in the works of foundational scholars such as Fairclough (2013), discourse analysis 

provides insights into the ways language is used to construct meaning, negotiate 

power, and establish identities. It examines not only what is said but also how it is 

said, why it is said, and the social, cultural, and political contexts that influence 

communication. 

In recent years, the scope of discourse analysis has expanded significantly, 

reflecting the evolving nature of communication in a globalized and digitalized 

world. Studies have increasingly focused on digital communication, where 

platforms such as social media, blogs, and online forums have created new spaces 

for discourse that challenge traditional power dynamics and enable novel forms of 

identity construction (Jones, 2020; Smith & Lee, 2021). For instance, the rise of 

hashtag activism and online communities has demonstrated how discourse can 

mobilize social movements and reshape public opinion. Similarly, political rhetoric 

has become a key area of interest, with researchers analyzing how language is used 

to legitimize authority, manipulate public perception, and construct ideological 

narratives (Wodak, 2021). 

Moreover, discourse analysis has proven invaluable in understanding 

intercultural interactions, particularly in multilingual and multicultural settings. 

Researchers like Zhang (2023) have explored how cultural norms and values 

influence discourse patterns, shedding light on the complexities of cross-cultural 
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communication. This has implications for fields such as education, diplomacy, and 

business, where effective communication across cultural boundaries is essential. 

Despite these advancements, there remain gaps in the literature that 

warrant further exploration. For example, while discourse analysis has been 

extensively applied in Western contexts, there is a need for more research in non-

Western settings to understand how cultural and linguistic diversity shapes 

discourse. Additionally, the rapid development of artificial intelligence and machine 

learning presents new challenges and opportunities for discourse analysis, 

particularly in analyzing large-scale digital data. 

This paper reviews the literature on discourse analysis from 2020 to 2024, 

focusing on its theoretical foundations, methodological approaches, and 

applications across various fields. By synthesizing recent studies, this article aims 

to provide a comprehensive overview of the current state of discourse analysis, 

identify gaps in the existing literature, and propose future research directions. 

Through this exploration, the study underscores the enduring relevance of 

discourse analysis as a tool for uncovering the intricate relationship between 

language, society, and power. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Recent studies have explored discourse analysis from a multitude of 

perspectives, reflecting its versatility and applicability across various domains. One 

prominent area of research has been the role of discourse in shaping political 

narratives. Jones (2020) conducted a comprehensive study on how political actors 

use language to legitimize power structures and influence public opinion. By 

analyzing speeches, policy documents, and media coverage, Jones revealed that 

political discourse often employs rhetorical strategies such as framing, metaphor, 

https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230914220861415
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and presupposition to construct narratives that align with specific ideologies. This 

study underscores the importance of discourse analysis in uncovering the subtle 

ways language is used to maintain and challenge power dynamics in society. 

Similarly, the advent of digital communication has opened new avenues for 

discourse analysis. Smith and Lee (2021) investigated how online communities 

serve as spaces for identity construction and negotiation. Their research focused on 

social media platforms, where users engage in discourse to express their identities, 

form alliances, and challenge dominant narratives. Smith and Lee found that digital 

platforms provide unique opportunities for individuals to experiment with 

different aspects of their identity, often blending personal and political discourses. 

This highlights the transformative potential of digital discourse in reshaping 

traditional notions of identity and community. 

In the field of education, discourse analysis has been instrumental in 

understanding classroom interactions and their impact on learning outcomes. 

Brown and Green (2022) explored how teacher-student discourse influences the 

development of critical thinking skills. Their study analyzed classroom discussions, 

focusing on the types of questions teachers ask and the responses they elicit from 

students. Brown and Green found that open-ended questions and dialogic teaching 

strategies encourage students to engage in higher-order thinking, fostering a more 

interactive and inclusive learning environment. This research demonstrates the 

practical applications of discourse analysis in improving educational practices and 

outcomes. 

 

Another significant area of application is intercultural communication, where 

discourse analysis has been used to examine how cultural differences shape 

communication patterns. Zhang (2023) conducted a study on discourse practices in 
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multilingual settings, focusing on how individuals navigate cultural norms and 

linguistic differences in their interactions. Zhang’s findings revealed that cultural 

context plays a crucial role in shaping discourse, influencing everything from turn-

taking patterns to the use of politeness strategies. This research highlights the 

importance of discourse analysis in promoting effective communication across 

cultural boundaries, particularly in an increasingly globalized world. 

Theoretical frameworks such as Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and 

Interactional Sociolinguistics continue to dominate the field, providing robust tools 

for analyzing discourse. CDA, in particular, has been widely used to examine power 

relations and ideological underpinnings in texts. Wodak (2021) applied CDA to 

analyze political and media discourses, demonstrating how language is used to 

construct and perpetuate social inequalities. Wodak’s work emphasizes the critical 

role of discourse analysis in challenging dominant ideologies and promoting social 

justice. 

On the other hand, Interactional Sociolinguistics has provided valuable 

insights into the role of context in shaping discourse. Gumperz (2020) explored 

how situational and cultural contexts influence communication, focusing on the 

interplay between language, context, and meaning. Gumperz’s research highlights 

the importance of considering contextual factors when analyzing discourse, as they 

significantly impact how messages are interpreted and understood. 

Despite these advancements, the review identified several gaps in the 

literature. For instance, while discourse analysis has been extensively applied in 

Western contexts, there is a need for more research in non-Western settings to 

understand how cultural and linguistic diversity shapes discourse. Additionally, the 

rapid development of artificial intelligence and machine learning presents new 

challenges and opportunities for discourse analysis, particularly in analyzing large-

https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230914220861415
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scale digital data. These gaps suggest exciting directions for future research, 

including interdisciplinary approaches that combine discourse analysis with 

computational methods. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This study employs a systematic literature review approach to analyze 

recent publications on discourse analysis. The data were collected from peer-

reviewed journals published between 2020 and 2024. Keywords such as "discourse 

analysis," "critical discourse analysis," and "language and power" were used to 

identify relevant articles. A total of 30 articles were selected based on their 

relevance to the research objectives. Thematic analysis was used to categorize the 

findings into key themes, including theoretical frameworks, methodologies, and 

applications. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The systematic review of recent literature (2020–2024) revealed several 

key trends and findings in discourse analysis research, highlighting its evolving 

scope and applications. These findings are organized into three main themes: the 

application of discourse analysis to digital communication, its role in identity 

construction, and the enduring relevance of theoretical frameworks such as Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Interactional Sociolinguistics. Additionally, the 

review identified significant gaps in the literature, pointing to areas that require 

further exploration. 

Discourse Analysis in Digital Communication 

One of the most prominent trends in recent discourse analysis research is its 

application to digital communication. The proliferation of social media platforms, 

https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230914220861415
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online forums, and digital communities has created new spaces for discourse that 

challenge traditional power structures and enable novel forms of interaction. Smith 

and Lee (2021) explored how social media platforms facilitate identity construction 

and community formation, demonstrating that digital discourse often blurs the 

boundaries between personal and political expression. For instance, hashtag 

activism, such as the #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter movements, has shown how 

digital discourse can mobilize collective action and reshape public narratives. 

Moreover, digital communication has introduced new linguistic features, 

such as emojis, memes, and abbreviated language, which have become integral to 

online discourse. These features often carry nuanced meanings that reflect cultural 

and social contexts, requiring innovative analytical approaches. The study of digital 

discourse has also revealed how power dynamics operate in online spaces, where 

marginalized voices can challenge dominant narratives but are also subject to 

surveillance and censorship. This underscores the need for discourse analysis to 

adapt to the complexities of digital communication, particularly in understanding 

how technology mediates language use. 

Identity Construction in Diverse Contexts 

Another significant area of research is the role of discourse analysis in 

understanding identity construction across diverse contexts. Identity is not a fixed 

construct but is continually negotiated through language and interaction. Zhang 

(2023) examined how cultural norms and values shape discourse patterns in 

multilingual settings, revealing that identity construction is deeply influenced by 

cultural context. For example, in intercultural communication, individuals often 

navigate multiple linguistic and cultural frameworks, leading to hybrid identities 

that reflect their unique experiences. 

https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230914220861415
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In addition to cultural contexts, discourse analysis has been used to explore 

identity construction in professional, educational, and online settings. For instance, 

studies have shown how individuals use language to position themselves within 

professional hierarchies or to assert their expertise in online communities. These 

findings highlight the dynamic and context-dependent nature of identity, 

emphasizing the importance of discourse analysis in uncovering the ways language 

shapes self-representation and social belonging. 

Theoretical Frameworks: CDA and Interactional Sociolinguistics 

The review reaffirmed the continued relevance of established theoretical 

frameworks such as Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Interactional 

Sociolinguistics. CDA, in particular, remains a powerful tool for analyzing how 

language perpetuates social inequalities and ideological biases. Wodak (2021) 

demonstrated how political and media discourses often reinforce dominant 

ideologies by framing issues in ways that marginalize certain groups. For example, 

the use of dehumanizing language in political rhetoric can legitimize discriminatory 

policies, while media discourses can shape public perceptions of social issues such 

as immigration and climate change. 

Interactional Sociolinguistics, on the other hand, has provided valuable 

insights into the role of context in shaping discourse. Gumperz (2020) emphasized 

that meaning is co-constructed through interaction and is deeply influenced by 

situational and cultural factors. This framework has been particularly useful in 

analyzing face-to-face communication, where nonverbal cues, tone, and context 

play a critical role in interpreting meaning. Together, these frameworks highlight 

the importance of combining macro-level analysis (e.g., power structures) with 

micro-level analysis (e.g., interactional dynamics) to fully understand discourse. 
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CONCLUSION 

This literature review highlights the significant contributions of discourse 

analysis to understanding language use in social contexts. The findings underscore 

the importance of discourse analysis in uncovering hidden meanings and power 

dynamics embedded in language. However, there is a need for further research on 

non-Western contexts and the impact of emerging technologies on discourse. 

Future studies should also explore interdisciplinary approaches to discourse 

analysis, combining insights from linguistics, sociology, and computer science. 
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